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Vacation Bible School 2010 will be Out of This World! 
 
������������	���	���
�����
��


	���� th and you don’t want to miss it!  We are inviting all children 4 years 
old-5th grade to be part of the excitement! 
 
At Galactic Blast, your children will become cadets on the starship Ga-
lactic Praise as we learn more about our wonderful, incredible, amazing, 
magnificent, awesome God! 
 
Mark your calendars to enjoy this cosmic adventure here at: 
First Presbyterian Church 
August 15th-19th 
5:30pm-8:00pm 
(meal served 5:30-6:00)  
 
Watch your mail for more information and check us out at: 
����������	
�������
�������������������  
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SESSION NOTES:   
     July 18,  2010    
  
 

Envisioning Team – Half-Day retreat will be held on August 28th 
Norm Keller has joined the Finance Team 
Wednesday Worship Service at 6:30 underway 
Pastor Boyer will gone on continuing education leave July 31 – August 6 
Youth mission trip cancelled 
Vacation Bible School – “Galactic Blast”, Aug 15–19, 5:30–8:00 pm 
Remember Faith Connection will start September 12th; that is the time that our all aged 

education program will start at 9:00 am and worship will be at 10:15 am 
Faith Connect will consist of:   
Kids Connect 
Youth Connect 
Faith Connect  - A few classes have already been planned with pre-registration 

being announced shortly 
 

Sunday, September 12th is the first day of our new schedule that includes an education 
hour. Classes for all ages at 9:00 a.m. Worship will be at 10:15. September 12 th will 
be called Rally Day .  Later in Sept or early Oct there will be a Sunday when all our 
ministry and fellowship groups can have table displays in Fellowship Hall.  

Session will need to reschedule their third Sunday of the month at 10:45 Session 
meetings 

Presbyterian Women have allocated $200 toward the purchase of street side signs 
directing people to our church 

Session accepted Eric Haglund’s resignation from  the Session and  the 
Communications Committee  

Upcoming Meetings: 
Next Session Meeting – Sunday, August 15th 

Next Transformation Meeting – Tuesday, August 17th 
Church Leaders’ Retreat – Saturday, October 9th 
 

                   Notes submitted by Jan Hilton Koepke –  
                              Communications Committee & Session Member 
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Everyone’s talking about the weather.  It does seem  
extraordinary.   Unfamiliar patterns.   So much more  
rain than we are used to.  2.4” in my gauge – 3.1”in  
yours…  The river is full.  The cloud formations are  
captivating.   Stories about the dense fog on Lake  
Holcombe on the night of the 4th (have you heard?!).   
The corn is tall, the grass requires frequent mowing.   
Greenery everywhere we look.   Five crops of hay  
seems likely. 
 
Our immediate condition is in stark contrast to recent  
years of dry and brown.  Susan and I recently read The  
Worst Hard Time, about the Dust Bowl in the mid- 
plains during the 1930’s. Talk about dry and brown!  A  
few of our members were children and teens during  
those years, the period also called the Great Depression.   
The book is by Timothy Egan.  He won the National  
Book Award in 2006.  We learned in the book that  
drought cycles around every few years in the mid- 
plains, especially the panhandles of Oklahoma and  
Texas.  The horrific dust storms were due to the fact  
that, for the first time, millions of acres of land had been  
disturbed for crops.  In all the past, the land was covered  
with prairie grasses.  Now the ecosystem was turned  
upside down and all hell broke loose.  (You need to see  
the pictures!).  
 
My point in all this is to marvel at how blessed we are to  
live in the Chippewa Valley.  We have little if any of the  
wild nature swings experienced by so many in North  
America and beyond.  We pretty much know what we  
will receive.  A little less, a little more than last year or  
before.  We may complain about this and that, but we  
really have it good.   
 
In reading through the Psalms, it is impressive how the  
Hebrew people could mix their complaining and crying  
with praise and thanksgiving.  Every once in a while  
they are blaming God for their misfortunes (as we do  
too).  Sometimes they confess their part in their woes  
(as we do).  A lot of the time they are thanking and  
praising God for their countless blessings (as we do).   
Only a few who have really known God, ever turn  
completely and finally away from the loving, creator  
God.  That is true then as now. 
 

 
 
 
During the horrible Dust Bowl years, most who knew  
God, did not turn away.   As their children, animals and  
spouses died from eating and breathing dirt; they cried  
out and complained to God.  As they began to see that  
their tilling of the soil was the major contributing factor  
to the disaster; many confessed their sin and  
responsibility.  And many thanked God for the blessing  
of the hope found in scripture as they read the stories of  
Bibletime suffering and disaster and people’s  
faithfulness to God throughout.   
 
It is good to enlarge our perspective and then reflect on  
our blessings in the Chippewa Valley.  Because we have  
so much, are we called to share our stuff, our joy, our  
hope with others?   I think so.  That is a thread  
throughout scripture.  People with more share with  
people with less. 
 
And we do.  With jail ministry, food pantry, free clinic,  
envisioning team, second service, Carelink, prayer  
shawls, vacation Bible school, our friends in Bangkok,  
Family Support Center, tutoring, FaithConnect,  
SAMMY’s, and more, there are many opportunities.  If  
you are not actively sharing your blessings right now,  
would you prayerfully consider getting involved?   Your  
love and the witness of your gratitude for all you have  
been given is needed by others so they might be  
sustained and matured in their faith.   
 
Come and see.  Come and do. 



 
 

From the Finance Team 
Submitted by Barb Shorrel 
 
The Finance Team met on July 8. The table below provides a summary of the report presented to the July Session meeting. If 
you wish further explanation, please call Barb Shorrel at 404-7404. 
 

Financial Summary of Income and Expenses: May 2010 
 

1This 
figure 

includes $9,791.66 transferred from the Restricted Fund Prepaid Pledges in April, 2010. 
2This figure includes $10,016.66 transferred from the Restricted Fund Prepaid Pledges since 1/1/2010. 
(Note: Prepaid pledges are those paid in 2009 intended to support the 2010 Operating Mission Budget.) 
 

Other Finance News 
We welcome Norm Keller as our new member on the Finance Team.  
 
We reached the 6-month mark at the end of June. We are halfway through the year. We have collected 
63% of our anticipated income for the year. We have spent 46% of our budgeted expenses.  

 to all of you who have kept current with your promised contribution or have already paid your 
pledge in full.  
 
As we hit the six-month mark, it is time for those with budget responsibilities to take a look at what they 
have spent and what they plan to spend for the next six months. We have asked those people to let the 
Finance Team know their plans for the remainder of the year. We will review these plans at our August 
meeting.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me, Barb Shorrel, 715-404-7404. 
 

Month of June, 2010 Year-to-date 2010 

Beginning Balance 5/1/2010 $7,676.45 Beginning Balance 1/1/2010 $18,237.55 

Income for the period (+) 1$13,388.00   2$110,079.43 

Subtotal $21,064.45   $128,316.98 

Expenses for the period (-)  $17,824.30   $125,076.83 

Ending Balance 5/31/2010 $3,240.15 Ending Balance 5/31/2010 $3,240.15 

����������	
��
��
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����������
 
 Presbyterian Women will be meeting at the home of Alice Schmidt on August 
19 at 9:30 am. The main purpose of the meeting is to plan for the annual holiday bazaar 
which will be held on Nov. 10. The raffle quilt will be finished and on display. There 
will be a pot luck lunch following the meeting. Alice’s address is 18865 64th Ave. Call 
for directions (726-9977) or look on Google maps.  
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For more information and to submit applications please contact Noelle Chaltry, 715-
456-2684, fpc1cymd@att.net  
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Our Vision:  Meet Jesus 
 

�� Is this a process or an event?   
�� When you meet someone for the first time, can you ever meet them again for the first time?  
�� On the other hand, when you meet with someone, can you go on meeting with them repeatedly? 
�� Our challenge, as the very beginning of the individual transformation process, is to meet Jesus 

for the first time (for those of us who have not met Him).  Once that is done, we can then begin to 
really get to know Jesus, by meeting with Him repeatedly. 

�� How do we meet Jesus for the first time?  When does this happen? 
�� Each person is unique (like a snowflake) and each person’s first experience of Christ in their life 

is most likely unique as well.   
�� The “language” we use in Presbyterian USA circles does not emphasize this initial meeting with 

Jesus as a “saving moment.”  It does not refer to “salvation” in its day-to-day parlance. 
�� Here is what scripture says (with comments in parentheses):   
�� “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 
�� (We are all in the same boat.) 
�� “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Romans 6:23 
�� (The natural consequence of our spiritual imperfection is spiritual death; but God can erase this 

death and provide eternal life if we accept God’s gift.) 
�� “That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved.”  Romans 10:9 
�� (If we pray to God accepting Jesus as the Lord of our life, believing that Christ was resurrected, 

we will have eternal life.) 
�� “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 

people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:21 
�� Oh that we might meet Jesus for the first time so that we can meet with him repeatedly and grow 

in our faith. 
�� Our individual transformations are essential to fulfilling our mission: Help God change His 

world to what He intended. 
�� They begin by meeting Jesus.   
�� Let’s not let our humanness get in the way of making the most important decision we can ever 

make.  On the contrary, we need Christ to supplement our humanness, so that we can be that 
much more effective in our personal families and our church family in making them what He 
intended. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
The Session/Transformation Team 



 



 
 

Getting ready for the Kirking of the Tartans, Sunday, Sept 12 
 
As we plan our kirking for the worship service on Sunday, Sept 12, at 10:15 a.m., we 

need to hear from everyone that has Scottish ancestors. If you know your clan tartan , you 

need tell our planners so we can locate a picture of the tartan. All the tartans will be 

shown on our screens as the descendants are recognized during the service.  If you 

participated last year we likely have your tartan. If you are new to this event and want to 

find your tartan we can help you with this. (Please contact Bruce or Jeannette Miller @ 

715-720-9458) During August we will bring our computer on Sunday mornings and 

lookup family tartans. The cutoff for submitting tartans will be August 31. Last year some 

of you had schedule conflicts and weren’t able to participate in the kirking, now list your 

tartan and enjoy this event.  There were about 24 families that registered last year. We 

urge all of you to check your ancestry and to participate in this fun and meaningful event.  

 

The kirking is intended to encourage all 

participants to reflect with thanksgiving on their 

own family and ethnic heritage and to celebrate 

God’s grace poured out for all generations. Make it 

a priority to be with us in worship on the 12th for 

this celebration! 

 

 

  



 

Rally Day and Kirking of the Tartans 

Sunday, September 12 
 

An exciting celebration to launch our new format for worship (10:15) and 

Christian education (9:00)!   

 

Do you remember the wonderful event last year when we celebrated the 

Scottish Heritage of the Presbyterian church?  Once again we will have a 

blessing of the tartans. All Scottish descendants in our congregation will 

present their tartans and be named. The kirking is an American ceremony 

that keeps alive the Scottish arts and heritage. The presenters come seeking 

God’s blessing on their families and the land of their origin, while at the 

same time recognizing that all peoples are under the care of the God who has 

given us life. 

 

It is a colorful event with the variety of plaids processing into the service to 

the whorl of a bagpipe.  (Additional information regarding family clans is on 

page ___ of this issue of the Bell.) It will be an exciting Sunday as we begin 

our new schedule and launch FAITHCONNECT! If you have been 

following the information in recent issues of the Bell the new times and 

classes have been explained. Truly there is something for everyone!  

 

Don’t miss out on this unique worship experience as we celebrate the kirking 

(kirk means church) and Rally Sunday on September 12 (worship at 10:15 

a.m.). 


